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STIRUGGILUENG IFOIR RUG ES 
Content 


1- A Criminal Law (By Paolo Berardi Vernaglione) 

On June 4th 2002, the Italian Chamber of Deputies adopted the Bossi-Fini law on immigration. And from 
yesterday onwards, we are all, whether Italians or foreigners, extra-communitarians or citizens of the 
European Union, much less free. And it is so because the taking of fingerprints for a permit to stay, by the 
prefecture, of whosoever comes into Italy or whoever already is in Italy, is an indication of a state of 
emergency. 

2- Xenophobia and subjectivity of the immigrants (By Annamaria Rivera) 

These conditions favour the growing of islamophobia and " white fundamentalism ". As the tendency to label 
foreign citizens as pro-terrorist or even would-be enemies becomes more and more pronounced, so the 
control and repression by the police becomes harsher, and so the risk increases of fear and uncertainty 
spreading amongst the immigrants, increasing the tendency towards self-segregation. 

3- About terrorism (By Alejandro Tietelbaum) 

Therefore, the terrorism of State (or Power) has been since the oldest Antiquity and is today the main form 
of terrorism, aimed at preserving the established order, and individual or group terrorism is generally the 
response to state terrorism (and not the opposite). 

4- Auto Workers Use ‘J ust-in-Time’ Leverage To Organize Parts Plants (By J oanna Dubinsky) 
Workers at DaimlerChrysler’s Toledo, Ohio Jeep plant found themselves out of instrument panels to install— 
and on the street—for two days in June. The United Auto Workers had called a strike at the company that 
sends instrument panels to Jeep—J ohnson Controls in Northwood, Ohio—to press the company to recognize 
the union. 

5- Peru: grassroots activism has domino effect (By Stephanie Boyd) 

Successive governments in Lima have been courted to good effect by transnational mining companies. 
However, the people of Tambogrande, centre of Peru's top fruit-growing region, are resisting the plans of the 
Canada-based Manhattan Minerals Corp. to mine under their town. A referendum has given unequivocal 
expression to their dissent (98 %). Other communities similarly threatened are watching attentively, and 
plan similar action. Mining interests attack NGO support for the referendum. 


A Criminal Law 

Then because that law and the terrible measures 
within it, are nothing less than the spearhead of a 
spreading intervention elaborated by the European 
Union and the United States after September 11th 
with the excuse of the global and permanent war 
against terrorism. 


By Paolo Berardi Vernaglione (National council of 
Attac-Italy) 

Translation. Volunteer 
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On June 4th 2002, the Italian Chamber of Deputies 


adopted the Bossi-Fini law on immigration. And 
from yesterday onwards, we are all, whether 
Italians or foreigners, extra-communitarians or 
citizens of the European Union, much less free. And 
it is so because the taking of fingerprints for a 
permit to stay, by the prefecture, of whosoever 
comes into Italy or whoever already is in Italy, is an 
indication of a state of emergency. 


Italy has become a police workshop and the Europol 
headquarters, thus taking the leading role in the 
operations against illegal immigrants. In fact,we 
recently found out that the USA is setting up the 
necessary equipment for taking fingerprints of 
people coming into the country, according to the 
Italian model. 
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But the really dreadful thing, yet bordering on 
"normality" and certainty as sponsored by Ulivo 
through the lips of Rutelli, is the effort to extend, 
for preventive reasons, the deprivation of a right; 
the freedom of movement through the national 
territory, which cannot be taken away from citizens, 
except for prisoners. This extension is no different 
from the criminalization of immigrants. But let us go 
even further in the philosophy of security as touted 
by this government : what are the perverse effects 
of the law (that will nonetheless be accepted as the 
social norm) on culture and education, which 
produce citizenship and common sense? Firstly, it is 
the discrediting of immigrant children within the 
schools, potentially kept under tight surveillance in 
school-jails ; secondly it is the creation of 
educational ghettos, (as already takes place in the 
USA, in the public schools of poor neighborhoods 
associated with " a crime potential " ); thirdly it is 
the social discrimination through their physical 
characteristics of already exploited people (you yes, 
you no), because it will only take the blink of an eye 
to erase from the black list all the names of the 
colored soccer players, managers, and top-models ; 
the fourth effect will be to stigmatise all the 
domestic servants, nurses and legal immigrants as 
potential criminals, only superior by degree and not 
by nature to the " illegal criminal immigrants ". 


Such effects are enough to make us yell with 
outrage. But nowadays the " normal Italy " actually 
lives the globalization of the borders completely as 
the location of the detention centres and as a 
consequence, the Bossi-Fini is the continuation of 
this, spilling over into control of the public. Yet this 
is not enough to delineate the disastrous border- 
condition to which this law brings us : let us only 
think about the " contrast " between the fact that 
the Navy is in charge of disembarcation and what 
this has already produced : along with the Kater | 
Rades, dozens of accidents and victims lying at the 
bottom of the Mediterranean. The taking of 
fingerprints multiplies a hundredfold the nature of 
this " contrast ", not in the material details of what's 
possible, but in contingencies; that is to say : every 
ship must be boarded, every steamer must be sent 
away. Indeed, the fingerprints, the new detention 
centres, the  work-and-residence-permit, the 
ordinary disappearance of the quotas, replaced by 
the regularization of already legal immigrants, all 
affirm the radical displacement of immigration from 
the onus of proof category, which is valid in a State 
of law, to the assumption of a permanent crime, 
typical of a dictatorship. And it also raises the 
question of the unconstitutionality, because instead 
of punishing a criminal behaviour, it brings sanction 
on a behaviour that is not out of order. 
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On the other hand, the argument of non-conformity 
to the Constitution was bound to be the very first 
one shelved, on the basis of the experience of 
globalization over the last few years. This is 
because the laws of nation-states are subordinated 
to the those of illigitimate and non representative 
Superpowers, in theory able to guarantee security 
and social peace but in practice agents for the 
amplification of social unrest. The Bossi-Fini law 
outclasses the Schengen-effect, which generated 
the Turco-Napolitano law and the first centers of 
detention. Not only an agreement on closing the 
European borders, but now a police covering inside 
the territory, which will be applied against 
immigrants and_ anti-globalization movements, 
presumed Islamic terrorists and sympathisers. And 
what about disobedient Italian citizens? Those 
refusing the national identity card with the 
electronic fingerprint ? They will be the first to fall 
under this coercion because in danger of permanent 
filing. Yet with a perverse shift in regard to the 
post-industrial means of identification and control, 
they will be filed according to the old military 
system and not according to the modern technology 
of computerized filing and video control. But a 
difference from the immigrants still remains, and 
that is the most disgusting : that is what we call the 
violation of privacy, for him or her a permanent sign 
of infamy. And this is the very intangible attribution 
this law and this hypocritical, racist country have 
been able to produce in language and on this 
appears the whole difference between a so-called 
civilized country and what the choirs of permanent 
alert call the developing countries. 


Contact for this article. |talia@attac.org 


Xenophobia and 
immigrants 


subjectivity of the 


By Annamaria Rivera, professor of Cultural 
Anthropology at the University of Bari 
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| think that the question of the auto-organization of 
immigrants is consistent with the atmosphere 
produced by September 11th, with the inauguration 
of the perverse and lethal cycle linking together 
terrorism and permanent global war and those two 
to xenophobia, tending to be permanent itself. 


EMERGENCY LAWS AND WHITE FUNDAMENTALISM 


The atmosphere is heavy with threats : the danger 
is that the practical translation of those emergency 


4 


attac 


laws adopted by a vast majority of western 
countries after September 11th, will be the 
reduction, if not the cancellation, of the meager 
conquests in terms of equality and rights of 
immigrants and that the very slow process of 
turning immigrants into citizens on a European 
scale come to a halt. There is also a risk that harsh 
controls and police measures and the climate of 
growing suspicion and xenophobia will prevent the 
immigrants from proposing themselves as political 
subjects. 


These conditions favour the  growing- of 
islamophobia and " white fundamentalism ". As the 
tendency to label foreign citizens as pro-terrorist or 
even would-be enemies becomes more and more 
pronounced, so the control and repression by the 
police becomes harsher, and so the risk increases of 
fear and uncertainty spreading amongst the 
immigrants, increasing the tendency towards self- 
segregation. Of course, this is not permitted. The 
return of a certain political protagonism of the 
immigrants, provoked by the awareness of how 
dangerous is the so-called Bossi-Fini bill currently 
discussed by the Parliament, could mean a change 
of tide. 


THE DISPOSABLE IMMIGRANTS AS SEEN BY THE 
BOSSI-FINI BILL 


But, as I've already said, we mustn't forget that the 
Bossi-Fini bill exists in a political and social context 
of regression that strengthens it and from which it 
actually takes advantage. 


Segregation, if not racism, inspires this legislative 
proposal, whose intention is to reduce immigrants 
to a mere disposable workforce, under a 
differentiated system of rights, indeed, a real 
apartheid. Indeed, this bill strictly links the granting 
and the length of the residence permit (called, not 
by chance " stay contract ") to the job contract: a 
foreigner may enter the country only if a manager is 
ready to hire him. If he loses the job and has not 
been able to find another one within 6 months, then 
the foreigner can be expelled. 


This includes also the criminalization of the 
condition of immigrant without identity documents 
(up to 4 years of jail for whoever is arrested without 
ID after the expulsion). The possibility of entering 
the national territory through the mechanism of 
sponsorship,as in the current law, is cancelled, the 
possibility of family reunions is drastically reduced, 
the time the would-be-expelled immigrants have to 
wait within the notorious detention centres is 
doubled. 
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In practice though, the institutions, and particularly 
the police, have already adopted the spirit of that 
law, accomplices to the atmosphere created after 
September 11th : news arrives every day of new 
raids and nightly invasions of the homes of 
immigrants, of intimidations and _ threats, of 
arbitrary refusals to renew residence permits, of 
denials of asylum rights, of collective repatriations, 
that are nothing less than deportations, forbidden, 
as it is well know, by the Geneva Convention and 
yet perpetrated even on refugees coming from war 
zones. 


" MULTIETHNIC " WORK IN A" WHITE " SOCIETY 


If adopted, the Bossi-Fini bill would fulfill the 
dreams of many managers, specially small ones, 
and of a public opinion twisted by years of cultural 
hegemony by the right; a " multiethnic " labour 
market in a exclusively " white " society. This would 
be the very building block of a social order shaped 
on segregation of " foreigners " and of whomever 
would be considered unconventional from the 
mainstream point of view. 


At the time, the anti-racism movement vigorously 
denounced the scandal of the so-called centers of 
provisory permanence (created for the first time in 
Italy by a law wanted by the center-left), insisting 
that they violate the " habeas corpus ", which is a 
cornerstone of the Italian Constitution and of the 
democratic right. 


But the model of the " lager " for strangers, that 
under the left government was a_ scandalous 
anomaly, tends nowadays, under the right 
government, to be the model to extend to all 
categories considered socially deviant. J ust consider 
the repeated statements by leaders of the 
government about programs to adopt against drug- 
addiction ( extension of Muccioli-like " lagers " ), 
about mental illness (reopening of the asylums) and 
prostitution (reopening of the brothels). The " 
philosophy " behind such programs refers to the 
most repressive common sense, asking for the 
cleansing of the social context from all human waste 
contaminating it. The result could be a society 
shaped on the made-in-USA ideology of " Zero 
Tolerance " aiming at redefining all social problems 
in terms of security and at managing social 
marginality, or even mere nonconformity with the 
prevalent cultural and social practices, in terms of 
police control and segregation. 


ITALY AND ISLAMOPHOBIA 
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In my opinion, the Italian example represents the 
tendency | have roughly described. In Italy, even 
more than anywhere else, terrorism and war have 
exalted an atmosphere that already existed. | am 
not only referring to the " normal " harassment, 
discriminatory practices, diffused xenophobia, a 
tendency to make use of xenophobic moods in the 
market of electoral politics ; but I'm also speaking 
of a specific phenomenon : islamophobia. 


A phenomenon that presents features and 
mechanisms very similar to the " historical " anti- 
Semitism. Similar, indeed, are the structures and 
the recurrent themes : the Other's religion intended 
as intrinsic and immutable essence, removed from 
history and change ; the " racialization " of 
belonging to the religion ; the idea of the sacred 
national/European identity endangered by an 
unacceptable "otherness" still able to contaminate 
or to creep into the body of the nation. 


As | said, the hurricane of islamophobia that took 
place in our country after September 11th, found 
very favourable ground : for the past 2 years, a 
public opinion campaign has been launched against 
Islam, with the active contribution of the mass 
media and of some police forces, as well as the 
contribution of some opinion and Church leaders. 


THE ANTI-ISLAM CRUSADE HAS BEGUN 


| wish to recount some examples of this anti- 
muslim crusade that were unleashed, particularly at 
the end of 2000, ever-increasing in intensity but 
with some significant stages. A small book was 
published during the summer of that year (why on 
earth in summertime ?) : " Multiculturalismo, 
pluralismo cultural ed estranei ", by Giovanni 
Sartori, " the most famous and distinguished Italian 
politologist ", as the cover reads, and council 
member of the Ulivo. 


In this book, which looks more like a pamphlet than 
an essay- the scholarly distinction between 
pluralism and multiculturalism which seemed a good 
omen, actually relates to the rough thesis of the " 
otherness that cannot be integrated ", a category 
created to identify a part of the immigrant 
population. The figure ( the stereotype, to be 
honest) of the Muslim and Arab African ( as if all 
these features automatically came together) sums 
up the strangest immigrant, i.e the person that can 
by no means be integrated. He embodies the 
essence of the most radical " religious and ethnic 
strangeness " (" ethnic " standing for " racial " in 
Sartori's glossary). 
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CATHOLIC RACISM 


Another step forward was taken right afterwards, in 
September 2000, by the archbishop of Bologna, 
Giacomo Biffi. In his pastoral speech, he highlighted 
the danger of Muslim immigration for the national 
identity ( in short, Catholic ) and thus invited the 
authorities to discourage it and encourage instead 
the coming of Christian immigrants. This gave 
Sartori the opportunity to bow in front of the 
cardinal's " intelligent faith " in the columns of the 
weekly " L'Espresso " ( September 28th 2000), 
praising its " ethic of responsibility " while 
promoting its own book. 


AND LEGHISTA 


Until now, the conflict expressed itself at the " the 
battle of ideas " level and of media beat-up. The 
political activism of the League clamorously and 
fearfully turned the tide : on October 14th 2000, 
the League promoted a protest initiative in Lodi, 
against the building of a mosque and the tones used 
were definitely intolerant and expressed in 
malicious style. Indeed, during this " political " 
initiative, in which members of the House of Liberty 
took part, the ground was profaned by pigs' blood, 
a gesture of semantic and symbolic value 
reminiscent of the most aggressive anti-Semitism, 
one that profanes cemeteries, graves and Jewish 
monuments. 


A bit more than a month later, in Rovate, 
Lombardia, a mayor belonging to the League, and 
without any sense of being ridiculous, adopted a 
council order prohibiting all non-Christians the right 
to be within 15 meters of the entry to a Catholic 
place. 


WHO's BEHIND ? 


Looking back to all this, with the knowledge of 
what's happening now, one has the feeling that this 
anti-Muslim crusade, which affects other European 
countries as well (in Denmark just as in Italy, the 
poll victory of the right and particularly of its most 
xenophobic elements was predicted), was not all 
that spontaneous. 


Most probably, by taking part in the campaign, 
Sartori's intentions were to discourage those who, 
within the Ulivo, kept an " obtuse and irresponsible 
ethic of principles " (L'Espresso, cit.), thus putting 
at risk the competition launched by the left against 
the right for electoral goals. As for the others, that 
crusade aimed at pandering to a public opinion 
poisoned by xenophobia in order to take the lead in 
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the polls. Nonetheless, the impression is that this 
campaign, the rumours about possible terrorist 
attacks by islamists before the summit in Genoa as 
much as the police brutality unleashed against the 
anti-G8 movement and unexplainable in some 
aspects, were all linked together by some plan or 
even a real alert of the secret services. 


MUSLIMS-TERRORISTS 


This brief re-evocation of the public opinion 
campaign against muslims, that took place at the 
end of the year 2000, is useful to get a better 
understanding of what's happening nowadays after 
the World Trade Center slaughter,in a climate 
poisoned by the fear of terrorist attacks, by the 
collective feeling of insecurity and fear and most of 
all, by their manipulation in order to create a 
consensus on global and " permanent " war.|t 
seems to me that the Twin Tower slaughter 
radicalized tendencies that have already been there 
and that the perverse cycle "  terrorist-war- 
xenophobia " it unleashed is based on tendencies all 
the more consolidated. 


Today " white fundamentalism " and xenophobia 
have found yet another justification in the arbitrary 


but rhetorically efficient equation "  extra- 
communitarians-muslims-terrorists ". Right from 
the day after the terrorist attacks, we were 


overwhelmed by a stream of statements and 
gestures which are not only reactionary, but also 
definitely racist. 


It goes from the Cavaliere's blunder at an 
international authority, about the superiority of " 
Western civilization ", to the Minister of Culture's 
enthusiastic agreement on Oriana Fallaci's delirium, 
to end up with ravings such as Mario Borghezio's 
judgement: " illegal immigration serves the criminal 
goals of terrorism and Islamic fanaticism ", as reads 
the leaflet handed out by the League in Venice 
some days after the attack : " Illegal immigrants 
equal Islamist terrorists ". 


FROM WORDS TO ACTIONS 


What's worst, is that the orgy of rhetoric does not 
confine itself to racist speech, but constantly sets 
off actions. There are many examples to illustrate 
the chain reaction in Italy after September 11th, 
cases of violent or repressive actions against 
whomever is considered " extracommunitarian " and 
whoever 's face is considered " Arabic ". I'll take a 
few examples. 
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In Vigevano, on October 23rd 2001, a youth of 14, 
son of Moroccans got beaten up by comrades after 
he was labeled as an Islamic terrorist and Bin 
Laden's friend. The mugging took place in front of 
the professional school he attends and nobody came 
to help him out. Two days later, in very civilized 
Bologna, a bus driver forbade to a woman entry to 
his bus, on account of her wearing the " Islamic veil 
"- a mere scarf. The woman is an Italian citizen. 


RACIST POLITICS IN ITALY 


Another observation : in Italy, the fact that racism 
is part of public speech is no scandal, as it would be 
in France, for example. And | feel it to be a 
particularity of ours. This has nothing to do with the 
fact that racist feelings are very widespread and 
exploited by the Right (and sometimes the Left), a 
phenomenon that occurs in other countries as well. 
Elsewhere though, racist speech stirs up alarmed 
reactions, polemics, debates, statements also from 
the intellectual elite, which does not take away from 
the fact that it is tolerated on the social and 
legislative level. On the contrary, in Italy, racist 
speech is not even denounced. It simply goes 
unrecognized as such, except by a very small 
section of the political world and public opinion. 


I'll try and explain myself better, thanks to an 
example. If Berlusconi's big mouthing on " superior 
civilization " has alarmed our allies and scandalized 
the foreign media, it's not only because it has risked 
interference in the diplomatic game of preparing for 
war. It's also because the establishment in the 
United-States knows the 27 millions citizens of 
Muslim faith, organized in lobbies and associations, 
must be taken into account. And the same goes for 
France, whose political leaders are careful not to 
anger the 5 millions French believers in Islam. 
Hence a certain carefulness, circumspection, or if 
you like, hypocrisy on the level of discussion. 


Whether in words or actions, things are no better 
than in Italy : after September 11th in the USA, the 
hunt, to the death of foreigners and whoever is 
perceived as exotic, a thousand "desaparecidos" 
arrested on the sole ground of being strangers and 
"Arabs " and then confined on the grounds of a 
special law that denies them the most elementary 
legal rights, indicating what barbaric acts laws of 
emergency may produce, but also how steeped in 
racism the institutional practices of the melting pot 
country actually are. 


XENOPHOBIA AND THE IMMIGRANTS' WEAKNESS 
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| feel that these fragments of analysis are related to 
the question of the organization of the immigrants. 
The as yet very weak political visibility of foreign 
citizens, the fact they have not yet gained the right 
to vote at the municipal elections, the lack of strong 
networks of self-organizations of migrants, whether 
inside or outside political organizations and trade 
unions or even within the  anti-globalization 
movement itself (networks that grew to be 
recognized as forces to be contended with by 
political powers) : all this is linked to the growth of 
xenophobia and racism. Promoting the cultural 
identity and heroism of immigrants seems to me to 
be prime factors in the long battle against " white 
fundamentalism ". But it's also relevant, when 
speaking about self-organization of the migrants, to 
discuss what kind of models and experiences we're 
refering to. 


THE EXPERIENCE OF THE ANTI-RACISM MOVEMENT 


For a number of historical reasons, which we have 
no space to analyse here, the galaxy of associations 
that form the movement for immigrants’ rights and 
against racism in Italy, as occurs in other countries, 
with the exception of the United Kingdom, has 
mixed features. 


It's true : the " communities " have always been 
and are still a part of it, as are ambiguously labeled 
the associations made of members of the same 
nationality. But the dominant model, that took over 
in the most advanced phase of the movement, 
(more or less around the second half of the 1980's 
and the first half of the 1990's), consists of 
associations made up of " natives " and migrants, 
themselves part of a united anti-racist and civil 
rights movement solidarity, but mostly the 
awareness of the common interest of fighting the 
anti-racist battle and promoting the defense of the 
extension of citizens rights, binding everyone 
together. 


COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 


| don't maintain that this model is free of flaws; the 
risk is always present that the protagonism of 
migrants will be repressed, that the processes for 
political identification of foreigners instead of being 
improved, will be obstructed or will only relate to 
restricted elites. On the other hand, on the 
community side, the defects are not minor and do 
not only relate to the risk of the formation of 
ghettos. 


The world of the "community" is made up of quite a 
variety of "types" 
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Of course, these " communities " are not the only 
form of associations of foreigners. For example, 
there are several associations among foreign 
women; associations that are not based on 
nationality and gather women from everywhere. 
Furthermore, these associations aim at breaking the 
"ethnic " and national frontiers to fight the double 
discrimination and segregation they experience, as 
women and immigrants. 


HOW WE CAN OVERCOME THE " WHITECENTRISM " 


Having said so does not deny the need for growing 
and strengthening the associative forms that are 
able to promote the fight against discrimination and 
segregation and for citizenship, to encourage the 
immigrants voice, to promote their protagonism. 
Neither is it an attempt to suffocate the existing 
Italian problem about the weak contract negotiation 
power held by the foreigners associations in front of 
the public institutions and powers. 


| feel the main problem on today's agenda is the 
following question : how can we make it so that the 
networks of democratic associations, the trade 
unions, the political organizations and the anti- 
globalization movement open themselves to the 
immigrants authorities and presence, which would 
compel people to rethink the concept of citizenship 
and rights. And how can make it so that they are 
crossed by the immigrants subjectivity, " 
contaminated " by cultures and practices that differ 
from the traditional " all white "politics. 


The fact is that in a ever more multicultural society 
as the Italian one whether who's in power like it or 
not ; the left's organizations, trade unions but 
mostly political ones, are not fully aware of the urge 
to overcome the " white centrism " which is a sign 
of backwardness, specifically Italian. Off course, the 
conditions to overcome such model roots, maybe 
mainly, in the progress of the immigrants ; 
subjectivity, and their capacity to propose 
themselves as subjects of conflicts whose goal is 
the fight against racism and for citizenship. 


Contact for this article. Guerra&Pace 
http: //www.mercatiesplosivi.com/querrepace/ migra 
nti.htm 





About terrorism 


By Alejandro Tietelbaum 
Translation. Nicolas Kitten Volunteer translators 
coorditrad@attac.org (*) 
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The Assembly of the ASO approved, in Barbados on 
June 3rd, the Pan-American Convention against 
terrorism. It was made with a “record” time, 
without discussions and without listening to the 
objections and the proposals of some NGO, among 
them, the one to postpone the course of the project 
in order to let an open debate begin. 


Governments of the continent, with representatives 
there, just listened to their “master’s voice”. 


What is terrorism ? 


One could define terrorism as _ the _ activity 
determined to make feel fear, panic or terror with 
the aim to achieve a goal. In the case of State 
terrorism, the purpose is most of the time to 
paralyse or to destroy political or ideological 
opponents and/or to annihilate armed opponents. 
Group terrorism seeks to achieve a specific request 
or a change to the policy of a State or of a group of 
States. 


To the victims, feelings of fear, panic or terror 
might bring instinctive reactions of self-defence, 
neutralise their autonomy of will and therefore fully 
dispose of their discrimination and/or critical sense. 


The terrorism of the Power has existed since olden 
ages and has always been used like an instrument 
to this power, either temporal or spiritual, the one it 
uses to preserve its rule and maintain the 
established order. 


Religious texts, like the Ancient Testament and the 
Koran, look for the loyalty of devotees with the use 
of the fear of God and even some of them reveal 
the terror: "I will also do with you this: | will put on 
you terror, exhaustion and fever that consumes the 
eyes and torment the soul” (Levite 26,16). Such 
threats came by accurate forms, of an unthinkable 
cruelty, targeting sinners, heretics and “faithless” 
ones and took occurred with the Inquisition and 
along the cemeteries of Mahomet’s fighters. 


The French Revolution made the Terror an 
institution serving the new power which should, 
according to Robes Pierre, ever come together with 
virtue. In contemporary times, the example maybe 
larger and more brutal of terrorism was the one of 
the German National-socialist State. 


Latin American peoples experienced decades of 
terrorism of the Power (or State terrorism) in Latin 
America, with their sequels of hundreds of 
thousands of assassinated ones, disappeared ones 
and tortured ones, mainly carried out by the sixty 
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hundreds military men trained for in the School of 
the Americas and with the established complicity of 
the National Security Counsel, of the Committee 40 
(in charge of secret operations) and of the Central 
Intelligence Agency of the United States. More, 
state terrorism at an_ international scale is 
incorporated to the American military policy and 
consists of paralysing the defence of the country 
they attack using massive and indiscriminating air 
strikes against the civilian population and civilian 
targets (Vietnam, Panama invasion, Golf wars, 
Yugoslavia and Afghanistan), using forbidden 
weapons like Napalm, Orange Agent, cluster bombs 
“daisy harvester” bombs, etc. 


This military “policy” is not new: terrorist bombing 
of the civilian population has been used by Italy in 
Ethiopia in 1935-36, by Germany and Italy during 
the Spanish civil war, by Germany and the Allies 
during World War II, etc. 


Therefore, the terrorism of State (or Power) has 
been since the oldest Antiquity and is today the 
main form of terrorism, aimed at preserving the 
established order, and individual or group terrorism 
is generally the response to state terrorism (and not 
the opposite). 


Individual or group terrorism is much newer. As it 
does not have either the material resources or the 
time, unlike the Power has, it is artisanal and looks 
for immediate results, without regards for both 
means and sacrifices. The messianism and the 
irrationality of the behaviour of its promoters and 
executors often bring them to be (generally 
unintentionally) instrument of the state terrorism. It 
has happened and happens in most diverse cases, 
either one referring to “red” terrorism or one 
referring to “black” terrorism. And many cases have 
revealed the contribution in such terrorist activities 
of national secret service agencies and specially the 
Central Intelligence Agency of the United States. 


Attempts for juridical definition of terrorism. 


Until today, attempts to find an_ international 
definition of terrorism have failed due to, among 
other causes, the distinct opinion, mainly political, 
that exist about this question. Even the last ONU 
General Assembly, exclusively dedicated to 
terrorism, did not progress in the definition akin. 


In December 1987, the General Assembly of the 
United Nations approved resolution #42/159: 
“Means to prevent international terrorism that put 
innocent human lives in danger or bring them to an 
end or threaten basic liberties, and Study of the 
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deep reasons for terrorist forms and violent acts 
caused by suffering, frustration, exasperation and 
despair and that urge some people to sacrifice 
human lives, including their, in order to achieve 
radical changes.” 


It looks more like a sociological definition of non- 
governmental terrorism than an attempt for 
juridical definition. But in the mentioned resolution 
of the General Assembly, the essential is in point 14 
where there is a clear distinction between terrorism 
and the fight for national liberation, liberty and 
independence of peoples submitted to racist 
regimes, to foreign invasion or other forms of 
colonial dominion, and to the right for these peoples 
to look for and receive help. 


More, national liberation wars are included in Article 
index of Protocol |, addendum to the Geneva 
Convention, in fact they are considered as 
international conflicts, thus they must respect the 
international human rights. 


And more generally, it is specified not to mix up 
terrorism with “the recourse to rebellion against 
tyranny and oppression”, like it is printed in the 
third paragraph of the preamble of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 


Missing a definition of terrorism as an autonomous 
crime, the international community adopted a 
category approach, defining specific acts, regard as 
terrorist, in series of international conventions, 
listed in the Article 2 of the Pan-American 
Convention. 


The absence of a classification of terrorism has 
helped many States, especially since September 
11th, to establish norms and to take action 
incriminating and persecuting activities including 
social and_ political protest and _ liberation 
movements, as if they were terrorist activities. 


At the United Nations, some special reporters and 
the High Commissioner to Human Rights have called 
the attention on the necessity not to carry out the 
fight against terrorism to the expense of the 
defence of human rights. 


Likewise the argument of terrorism is used in the 
economic war that the superpower is_ fighting 
against some States. The latest is the unbelievable 
charge made by the authorities of the United States 
against Cuba to support the production of biological 
weapons. This silly accusation is aimed at strangling 
economically Cuba more and more, whose 
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developments in biological research and in vaccines 
making are well known and appreciated. 


REDH (Red Solidaria por los Derechos Humanos) 
“United Network for Human Rights” 
Grano de 


Contact for this article. 


informativo@attac.org 
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Auto Workers Use ‘J ust-in-Time’ Leverage 
To Organize Parts Plants 


by Joanna Dubinsky 


Workers at DaimlerChrysler’s Toledo, Ohio Jeep 
plant found themselves out of instrument panels to 
install—and on the street—for two days in] une. The 
United Auto Workers had called a strike at the 
company that sends instrument panels to J eep— 
Johnson Controls in Northwood, Ohio—to press the 
company to recognize the union. 


At the same time, the UAW struck three other 
Johnson Controls plants in Oklahoma City; Earth 
City, Missouri; and Shreveport, Louisiana, to press 
for a first contract at those plants. The strikes 
involved 700 workers and slowed down or halted 
production at five final assembly plants—three 
DaimlerChrysler and two GM— dependent on 
Johnson Controls for seats and other parts. Two of 
these plants produce the popular SUVs Chevy 
Blazer and J eep Liberty. 


The UAW struck after over a year of fruitless 
contract negotiations and a nasty anti-union 
campaign—and during new UAW President Ron 
Gettelfinger’s first week in office. 


The strike was planned by Gettelfinger and Vice 
President for Organizing Bob King. King has now 
been placed in charge of the union’s parts workers 
division as well as the organizing department. 


TWO-DAY STRIKE NETS BIG GAINS 


Two days of non-stop negotiations ended the strike 
on June 14 and produced big gains for the union, 
with three first contracts including $1,500 signing 
bonuses, wage hikes of $3 or more, a new pension 
plan, tuition assistance, seniority and grievance 
procedure rights, and plant closure prohibition. 


HITTING ‘J UST IN TIME’ 
Johnson Controls also agreed to “card check 


neutrality” for Northwood and 26 of its other plants, 
opening the door to organizing 8,000 workers in the 
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overwhelmingly non-union auto parts industry. This 
means the company will remain neutral in the 
UAW’s organizing drives and will recognize the 
union where a majority of workers sign cards, 
without an election. 


George Windau, who works at Jeep in Toledo, said 
the strike was “so devastating on production simply 
because of the ‘just in time’ supply philosophy used 
in the plants, which relies on a steady and 
continuous flow of these parts from Johnson 
Controls.” 


Targeting “just in time” production was also an 
important tool during strikes at Johnson Controls 
plants in Oberlin, Ohio and Plymouth, Michigan in 
1997. Workers walked out to stop the flow of seats 
and other parts to Ford assembly plants, which 
produced models such as the popular Ford 
Expedition. 


When Johnson Controls said it would bring in 
replacement workers, the union threatened to move 
the picket line to Ford if the company accepted scab 
parts. In an unprecedented move, Ford 
management told Johnson Controls it wouldn't 
accept parts until the labor dispute was resolved 
[see Labor Notes March 1997 
<www.labornotes.org>]. 


Though using the leverage of “just in time” 
production against the Big Three showed the 
strength of the union, it is likely that this strike’s 
fate, like the one in 1997, was largely 
predetermined behind the closed doors of UAW and 
Big Three boardrooms. The strike’s quick resolution 
suggests that GM and DaimlerChrysler played a 
considerable role in negotiations from an early 
stage. 


In 1997, Ford was quick to point to its relationship 
with the union when it announced it would not take 
scab parts from Johnson Controls. This time, GM 
and DaimlerChrysler said that they were “close” 
during negotiations, but would not elaborate on 
their roles. 


The cooperative relationship between the union and 
the Big Three could be tested when bargaining over 
new contracts begins next summer. 


FINALLY ORGANIZING 


Johnson Controls, like the rest of the auto parts 
industry, is only partially organized. Over half of 
parts production workers were organized in the 
1970s, but the union’s share has slid to below 20 
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percent today. The UAW watched as the Big Three 
closed or spun off many of their own parts plants, 
aiming, eventually, to reduce labor costs. 


These plants are still unionized and pay well, but 
the non-union, lower-wage suppliers such as 
Johnson Controls gained Big Three contracts by 
undercutting costs—and took a larger share of the 
industry. The UAW appeared to have no strategy for 
organizing the non-union plants. 


From 1980 to 1992 the union spent well under 5 
percent of its annual budget on all organizing 
initiatives and focused on picking up independent 
unions or on sectors other than the auto industry. 
Lack of organizing is_ reflected in _ overall 
membership numbers, which have dwindled steadily 
from over 1.5 million members in 1979 to 671,953 
in 2000. 


In 2001, the union saw its first growth in decades, 
bringing membership up to 701,818. This 4.5 
percent increase came largely from non-auto 
sectors. 


Gettelfinger declared at the UAW’s convention in 
June that organizing the parts sector is a necessity. 
His success at Johnson Controls stands in contrast 
to his dealings with a strike by Local 2036 at 
another parts supplier, Kentucky-based Accuride. 


As then-Region 3 Director, Gettelfinger authorized 
the Accuride strike with strong words’ of 
encouragement: “Go get ‘em!” Strikers soon 
realized that the union was offering a pep talk 
without a strategy to win. UAW higher-ups say they 
asked Accuride’s final assembly customers to 
intervene, but got no results. Throughout, scab 
parts made at Accuride fed the plants. 


At Johnson Controls, the union’s card check 
neutrality agreement could lead to near-complete 
unionization of that central parts supplier within the 
year. Gettelfinger and Bob King, vice president for 
organizing, may use the same strategy at the other 
big auto parts players, including Dana, Magna 
International, and TRW. 


[Joanna Dubinsky is a member of UAW Local 2322, 
the Graduate Employee Organization at the 
University of Massachusetts-Amherst. She’d be glad 
to see her union prioritize organizing the auto parts 
industry. ] 


Contact for this article. Marsha Niemeijer 
marsha@labornotes.org Published in collaboration 
with Labor Notes. ‘Labor Notes' is a monthly 
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magazine based in Detroit, USA. We are committed 
to reforming and revitalizing the labor movement. 
We report news about the labor movement that you 
won't find anywhere else. News about grassroots 
labor activity, innovative organizing — tactics, 
international labor struggles, immigrant workers, 
and problems that some union leaders would rather 
keep quiet. Subscribe and receive a copy of ‘Labor 
Notes’ in your mailbox! Subscription information can 
be found at our website at www. labornotes.org 





Peru: 
effect 


grassroots activism has domino 


By Stephanie Boyd 


"We bought the land, developed it, irrigated it, 
cultivating every day, and we invest and reinvest 
our capital to produce food... . We're not fly-by- 
nights. We live here and enjoy our days, and our 
children and grandchildren will continue living here 
because this is ours and no one will throw us out." 


These proud words express the roots of resistance 
to proposed mining operations in Tambogrande, 
Peru, a community that has inspired others around 
the country to take up the tactic of using 
democratic referendums against unpopular 
development projects. They were written by 
Godofredo Garcia, president of the mango growers 
association in Peru's northern coastal province of 
Piura, and the mining industry's No. 1 opponent in 
Tambogrande, until he was assassinated on March 
31, 2001. 


Officials have failed to solve the murder case of the 
charismatic leader, and his image has become a 
symbol uniting a broad range of citizens groups 
opposed to the local mining development, which in 
turn has sparked grassroots actions nationwide, 
capturing international attention. The 
Tambogrande-based movement includes youth 
groups headed by Garcia's son Ulises, the Roman 
Catholic Church, local politicians, environmental 
activists, and artists. It has gone beyond 
conventional channels of public protest in Peru to 
challenge an_ influential transnational mining 
company with nonviolent protest, public polls, and 
artistic dissent. 


Fruit versus Gold 


Sixty years ago, an irrigation scheme financed by 
the World Bank transformed 150,000 acres of 
desert in Piura state into lush, subtropical orchards. 
Here in the San Lorenzo Valley, Garcia toiled and 
raised his family. San Lorenzo became Peru's top 
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fruit producer. Its lime and mango exports 
contribute about $150 million to the national 
economy. The valley exports 25,000 tons of 
mangoes each year, many to the United States. The 
fruit production has made adjacent Tambogrande 
into a bustling agricultural town of 20,000. 


Local legend has it that about 25 years ago, when a 
French company discovered a multi-mineral deposit 
right under the town--rich in gold, silver, copper, 
and zinc--residents were so opposed to turning their 
farming town into a mine that the company decided 
to leave the minerals in the ground and go 
elsewhere.But the Canada-based Manhattan 
Minerals Corp., which began exploration on the 
streets of Tambogrande about four years back, was 
not so easily dissuaded by opposition. The company 
estimates reserves under the town could be worth 
$1 billion. It is planning a $315-million open-pit 
mine, and it holds concession rights for other 
deposits in the San Lorenzo Valley, also bursting 
with minerals. 


Although Manhattan has yet to complete its 
environmental impact studies, the company insists 
that the proposed mine will not have any negative 
impacts on local agriculture. An independent report 
written by U.S. hydrologist Robert Moran came up 
with quite different findings, however. According to 
Moran, "The proposed Tambogrande open-pit gold 
mine, if approved, is likely to have negative, long- 
term impacts on water quality and quantity, the 
general environment, and possibly agriculture." In 
order to construct the mine, the report says, a local 
river would have to be diverted and about 8,000 
citizens relocated. 


Contamination could have dire consequences 
beyond agricultural concerns because of the area's 
importance for biodiversity, according to ecologists. 
Many rare and endangered birds are found in the 
valley's orchards including the Peruvian cortarrama, 
or Phytotoma raimondii. Jeremy Flanagan, a 
biologist with ProAves Peru, a local conservation 
group, says there are only 1,200 of these birds left, 
and they are all found in a reduced habitat on 
Peru's northern coast. The cortarrama is extremely 
sensitive to changes in its environment and would 
certainly not adapt to the noise and contamination 
generated by mining, he notes. Ulises Garcia says 
his father's employees nicknamed the cortarrama 
"toothache" for its sorrowful, throbbing song. 
Godofredo, an ardent conservationist, felt the bird's 
habitat should be declared a protected area, and he 
was fond of proclaiming that "the lungs of Piura are 
in the San Lorenzo Valley." 
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Referendum sends a clear message 


Manhattan has offered to pay top prices for 
residents' land and to relocate them to new, 
modern housing. The company has_ invested 
thousands of dollars in slick public relations 
campaigns, including a newspaper, free 
merchandise, and full-scale models of the relocation 
homes. On the darker side, mining activists have 
been slandered in pro-mining newspapers and 
Francisco Ojeda, president of the Tambogrande 
Defense Front, says he has received death threats 
and is often followed. 


Despite the company's’ best’ efforts, an 
overwhelming number of residents say they prefer 
working the land and living in their family homes to 
the lure of gold. This June 2, about 98% of the 
town's eligible voters said "no" to mining in a 
referendum organized by the municipality. Not 
surprisingly, Manhattan eschewed the election and 
its results, saying townsfolk lacked enough 
information to vote. Manhattan was scheduled to 
present the results of its environmental impact 
studies in mid-July." In developed countries, with 
educated people, such models may be able to 
work," said Roberto Obradovich, Manhattan's 
president in Peru. "But in our country, where the 
population is so easily manipulated, | believe that if 
more of these types of referendum follow, the state 
will be paralyzed." 


Obradovich's observations about Tambogrande's 
population were not shared by _ international 
observer missions from Europe and North America 
who monitored the referendum. Among them was 
Stéphanie Rousseau, an observer with Canada's 
Rights and Democracy Center, who has had ample 
experience with monitoring balloting. She 
participated in observer missions during former 
President Alberto Fujimori's 2000 campaign, which 
was marred by irregularities, corruption, and foul 
play. In contrast, Tambogrande's referendum 
merited a stamp of approval, says the Canadian 
Ph.D. candidate. "People participated en masse. 
They were quite happy to vote," she notes. "l 
believe the people of Tambogrande have been able 
to express themselves through the referendum and 
| hope (the referendum) will help in lowering the 
level of conflict and finding a solution to the 
problems," she adds. 


Tambogrande Mayor Alfredo Rengifo agreed with 
Rousseau's assessment of the referendum. It was 
Rengifo's idea to hold the vote, hoping it would 
channel local tensions and frustrations into a 
positive expression of grassroots democracy and 
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provide an answer to the mining question in his 
town. The elderly, first-time mayor was an early 
supporter of the mine, believing it would bring 
economic and development opportunities. But 
massive public opposition, evident in marches and 
demonstrations attended by thousands of people, 
changed his mind. 


Public protest came to a head in February of 2001, 
when a small contingent of participants in a 
peaceful march broke away and burned Manhattan's 
Tambogrande compound to the ground. The 
company says the incident is proof that the 
Tambogrande Defense Front, the strongest local 
group opposing the mine, contains "violent 
elements." Francisco Ojeda, president of the 
defense front, says he believes the vandals were 
“infiltrators" sent to disrupt the parade and smear 
his group's image. The company has not returned to 
Tambogrande since, and its local operations now 
are based about 100 kilometers away in Piura, the 
state capital. 


Rengifo, an admirer of pacifist Mahatma Gandhi, 
knew there had to be a nonviolent path. So he 
started a petition against mining development, 
which he presented to Peru's Congress with the 
signatures of more than 75% of Tambogrande's 
voting population. Manhattan accused him of using 
improper methods and the government refused to 
act. So Rengifo dug deep into the country's 
municipal laws and found the "consulta vecinal," 
literally a neighborhood — consultation, or 
referendum, which according to Peruvian law can be 
conducted by municipalities on issues of local 
importance. 


Peru's Minister of Energy and Mines Jaime 
Quijandria has vehemently disagreed with the 
referendum, vowing it will hold "no legal weight" 
and promising to continue evaluating Manhattan's 
proposal according to national mining law. In 
response to the referendum's results, he says the 
government will hold public hearings on 
Manhattan's environmental impact statement in the 
municipalities of Piura, Tambogrande and the 
nation's capital, Lima. Ultimately, he says, the 
federal government will decide whether the mine 
goes ahead. 


Question of Vested Interests 


Tambogrande's leaders say they will not attend the 
public hearings unless the referendum results are 
respected. They note that no mining company in 
Peru has ever been refused a construction permit 
on the basis of an _ environmental impact 
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assessment. "I can not understand how a 
government that is trying to restore democracy to 
this country can ignore the will of the people," 
comments Rengifo. The answer may lie in current 
President Alejandro Toledo's economic policy. 
Mining provides about 40% of Peru's export 
revenues, generating much-needed __ foreign 
exchange, and the Toledo administration views 
mining as a kind of industrial Superman: It can do 
no harm, is all-powerful, and will somehow save the 
country from rampant poverty and 
underdevelopment in a single bound. 


Former President Alberto Fujimori had a similar love 
affair with transnational mining. But at the end of 
his rule in November 2000, a decade _ of 
privatizations and an open-door policy for foreign 
investors had produced a handful of wealthy elites 
in Lima while nearly 50% of Peru's population lived 
on less than $2 a day. Tax loopholes and corruption 
have kept mining's profits from trickling down to 
local communities whose residents say they suffer 
mining's social and environmental consequences 
without receiving the promised economic benefits. 


There also may be a shadier side to the 
government's insistent championing of the 
Tambogrande project: Once the mine is approved, 
the Peruvian government will own 25% of the 
operation, making it both a _ regulator and 
stakeholder. This is unusual for the pro-privatization 
administration, which has been selling off 
government-owned industry to foreign companies. 
Even in less controversial circumstances, when the 
government has no direct stake in a project, Peru's 
mining ministry has been accused of weak and 
ineffective environmental monitoring. In this case, 
however, Tambogrande's’ leaders say _ the 
government's partnership in the mine constitutes an 
obvious conflict of interest. 


As news of Tambogrande's successful referendum 
and resistance campaign spreads, the government 
is being backed into a corner and may have to 
decide between popularity and economic benefit. 
What began as a tiny movement of mango and lime 
growers has now matured to include nonprofit 
organizations and activist groups in Piura, Lima and 
even North America and Europe, with the power to 
sway public opinion both nationally and 
internationally. 


Referendum Fever Spreads 

One of the most successful and creative of these 
joint endeavors is the "ceviche without limes" 
campaign, coordinated between young activists in 
Piura and Lima. Ceviche, or fish marinated in lime 
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juice, is a national dish in Peru. So organizers 
equated the mining threat to the lime harvest with 
a blow to national pride in order to gain broader 
support for Tambogrande around the country. They 
dressed up in lime costumes and danced through 
the streets of Lima with posters warning of the 
impending doom. Likewise, they cautioned, the 
national beverage pisco sour, a brandy with lime 
juice, is at risk. 


That the strategy worked can be _ seen _ in 
Manhattan's counter-attack. The company is now 
striking out at Tambogrande's supporters in Lima, 
initially targeting foreign-based nonprofit 
organizations. Manhattan officials claim some 
international groups are trying to stand in the way 
of development by opposing the mine. Manhattan's 
Obradovich says the company enjoyed widespread 
support in Tambogrande before the NGOs got 
involved. 


In particular, Obradovich blames Oxfam UK _ for 
donating funds toward the referendum, and he 
accuses Oxfam America of "misinforming" the local 
population. Oxfam America provided funding for the 
independent environmental report by Moran. But 
that claim ignores the fact that local groups in 
Tambogrande began organizing resistance at the 
first signs of the company's presence in town, 
without support from outsiders. 


The anti-NGO campaign has been so successful that 
Peru's National Mining Society, an elite trade group, 
has come out with public statements against 
Oxfam, and the pro-mining news media are 
focusing on nonprofit involvement as well. Perhaps 
the most surprising attack came in the July 13 
edition of Caretas, a highly respected weekly 
newsmagazine. Columnist Augosto Elmore wrote 
that, "Il suspect the hand or the fingers of Sendero 
Luminoso, (the Maoist- aligned terrorist 
organization) are behind the nongovernment 
organization Oxfam that has come from England to 
Peru to question foreign investment in our country." 


Elmore's piece went on to criticize Oxfam's 
involvement in Tambogrande and ended by 
suggesting that Sendero has "infiltrated" Oxfam 
from Europe. Oxfam UK rejected Elmore's attack, 
and Martin Beaumont of Oxfam UK in Lima wrote to 
the magazine pointing out that the mayor of 
Tambogrande requested funding for the 
referendum. Beaumont added that more than a 
dozen human rights organizations supported the 
process. Elmore remained unrepentant, devoting 
space the following week to ridiculing Beaumont's 
letter and reiterating his suspicions. 


4 


attac 


So far, these attacks have failed to influence public 
opinion. On the contrary, Tambogrande's resistance 
tactics are being exported to mining communities 
across the country.After hearing about the vote, 
citizens of Cajamarca state, in Peru's northern 
Andes, called on authorities to hold a referendum 
on the fate of Mt. Quilish. The state government 
declared the mountain a protected reserve more 
than a year ago. But the Yanacocha mining 
company, which holds mineral rights on the 
mountain, has appealed against the ruling, in order 
to pursue expansion plans there. Residents hope a 
referendum will convince the company--owned by 
Colorado's Newmont Mining, the World Bank, and a 
Peruvian firm--to shelve the plans. 


Even non-mining communities have been inspired 
by the little mango-growing town's methods. The 
mayor of Arequipa, capital of the southern state of 
the same name, wants to hold a local referendum 
on the federal government's proposal to privatize a 
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state-owned energy company. The administration's 
recent decision to sell the company provoked 
violent rioting in mid-June, and the city was placed 
under martial law, in a state of emergency, for 
nearly a week. 


Ulises Garcia, Godofredo's son, closely followed 
events in Arequipa and has_ visited mining 
communities in Cajamarca, to learn and share 
campaign strategies. The young man is thrilled with 
the Tambogrande referendum, an idea that was 
close to his father's heart. He says he is proud that 
it is being copied by other communities. "This is my 
father's legacy," says Ulises. "He wanted a 
referendum and | know this would make him very 
happy." 


Contact for this article 
http://www. americaspolicy. org/citizen- 
action/focus/0207tambogrande.html 








(*) coorditrad@attac.org is the email address of an international group of volunteers who coordinate 700 
translators worldwide. You can be part of this group and share your language expertise by helping us publish 
articles and documents. J ust contact them for further details. 


